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LICHFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
1972 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 

Lichfield  Rural  District  Council. 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting,  as  required  by  law,  my  report 
on  the  health  of  the  community  during  1972. 

As  in  other  recent  annual  reports,  I  make  no  attempt  to  summarise 
a  fairly  lengthy  report  in  the  introduction,  but  hope  that  readers 
will  find  the  information  set  out  in  the  text  to  be  a  reasonably 
readable  account  of  the  various  matters  covered  in  the  text,  including 
contributions  from  the  various  sources  mentioned  in  the  body  of  the 
report. 

Although  the  sad  event  did  not  occur  within  the  year  now  being 
reported  on,  I  would  refer  to  the  death,  early  in  the  present  calendar 
year,  of  Mr.  George  Leeder,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  to  the  Council 
during  the  whole  of  my  period  of  office, and  would  say  how  much  we  all 
miss  both  his  friendship  and  his  assistance  in  our  work. 

I  would,  as  in  other  years,  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
Members  and  other  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  continued 
co-operation  and  assistance  during  the  year  now  being  reported  on,  with 
a  special  word  of  thanks  for  those  Officers  and  others,  indicated  in 
the  report,  who  contributed  to  it. 


Rural  Council  House,  C.  E.  JAMISON 

Lichfield. 


June ,  1973 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


fame' 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


The  figures  set  out  below  show  the  area  of  the  District,  the 
estimated  population  in  mid-year,  the  number  of  occupied  houses, 
the  total  rateable  value  of  all  rateable  properties  and  the  product 
of  a  penny  rate:- 


Area  ( in  acres )  « . «  . . «  . . .  •  «  •  .a 

Population  « . .  . . «  . . «  . « «  » a 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . ..  ... 

Total  Rateable  Value  of  Rateable  Properties 
Product  of  lp  Rate  ...  ...  ... 


83,527 
61,040 
20,071 
£2,393,608 
£  23,147 


In  general,  the  figures  show  a  continuation  of  the  same  steady 
increases  that  have  now  been  occurring  over  a  period  of  about  ten 
years,  which  appear  likely  to  continue,  on  a  similar  scale,  in  the 
immediately  foreseeable  future. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  following  figures  show  the  principal  vital  statistics 
relating  to  births  and  deaths  in  the  District,  as  recorded  in 
returns  received  from  the  Registrar-General 


Live  Births  Male  Female  Total 


Legitimate 

647 

592 

1,239 

Illegitimate 

13 

25 

38 

Total 

660 

617 

1,277 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Population 

=  20.9 

Stillbirths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

9 

3 

12 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

2 

Total 

10 

^  1 

14 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000 

Live  and  Still  Births  =  11 

Deaths  in  Infants  Under  One  Week 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

6 

4 

10 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

7 

4 

11 

Deaths  under  One  Week  per 

1,000  Live 

Births  = 

9 

Deaths  in  Infants  Under  Four  Weeks 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

7 

4 

11 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

8 

4 

12 

— 

— 

■  . 

Deaths  Under  Four  Weeks  per  1,000  Live  Births  = 


-  1  - 


9 


Deaths  in  Infants  Under  One  Year  Male  Female 

10  7 

1 

Total  11  7 

Deaths  Under  One  Year  per  1,000  Live  Births  =  14 

Deaths  (All  Ages)  Male  Female 

279  259 

Death  Rate  (All  Ages)  per  1,000  Population  =  8.8 

Continuing  the  comparison  made  in  other  recent  reports, 
be  noted  that  40  live  and  still  births  out  of  a  total  of  1,291  live 
and  still  births  were  illegitimate,  giving  a  proportion  of  1  in  32, 
or  3%.  The  figure  compares  with  figures  of  1  in  28  in  1971,  in  33 
in  1970,  one  in  35  in  1969,  one  in  29  in  1968,  one  in  32  in  1967, 
one  in  34  in  1966,  one  in  27  in  1965,  one  in  28  in  1964  and  one  in 
25  in  1963.  As  is  usual  in  relatively  small  areas,  the  figure  was 
only  about  a  third  of  the  national  average,  affected  by  the  large 
numbers  of  illegitimate  births  in  large  cities,  including  quite  a 
number  in  mothers  coming  in  from  rural  areas  to  have  their  babies 
in  surroundings  where  they  are  not  known. 

The  numbers  involved  are,  in  my  opinion,  too  small  to  permit 
any  significant  comparison  to  be  made  between  the  incidence  of 
stillbirth  and  infant  deaths  in  legitimate  and  illegitimate 
foetuses  and  infants. 

The  following  table  shows  how  the  figures  for  the  principal 
vital  statistics  compare  with  those  for  the  preceding  fifteen 
years 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 

17 
1 

18 


Total 

538 


-i  4- 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

Neonatal 

Death 

Rate 

Infant; 

Death 

Rate 

|  Death 

Rate 
(All  At 

1957 

40,100 

15.7 

14 

27 

32 

10.5 

1958 

38,850 

15.4 

23 

13 

23 

10.3 

1959 

39,500 

15.7 

27 

13 

16 

11.4 

1960 

40,660 

16.2 

24 

11 

20 

11.3 

1961 

40,040 

17.2 

18 

19 

26 

12.3 

1962 

40,710 

17.9 

15 

25 

32 

11.5 

1963 

41,950 

18.6 

13 

10 

13 

10.8 

1964 

42,880 

20.6 

19 

11 

14 

10.3 

;1965 

44,730 

24.4 

19 

9 

11 

11.6 

1966 

46,900 

25.5 

12 

12 

13 

12.0 

1967 

49,070 

26.5 

12 

18 

24 

10.8 

1968 

53,180 

25.0 

19 

12 

20 

10.6 

1969 

55,100 

25.0 

14 

11 

17 

10.4 

1970 

55,900 

23.5 

14 

13 

20 

11.1 

1971 

59,290 

23.1 

16 

8 

14 

9.2 

1972 

61,030 

20.9 

11 

9 

14 

8.8 

2 


As  will  be  seen,  the  live  birth  rate,  though  still  high,  was 
lower  than  in  any  other  recent  year,  while  the  stillbirth  rate  was 
lower  than  in  any  of  the  years  covered  by  the  table.  The  neonatal 
mortality  rate  was  slightly  higher  than  the  quite  exceptionally 
favourable  rate  for  the  previous  year,  but  lower  than  for  any  other 
year  covered  by  the  table.  Infant  death  rate  was  identical  with 
that  of  the  previous  year,  but  lower  than  the  average  of  other 
recent  years.  The  overall  death  rate,  covering  deaths  at  all  ages, 
was  very  favourable  indeed,  being  the  lowest  recorded  in  the  table. 
Taking  the  figures  relating  to  mortality  as  a  whole,  it  can 
reasonably  be  said  that  they  compare  very  well  indeed  with  those 
of  other  recent  years. 

After  the  necessary  adjustment  of  the  local  figures,  where 
appropriate,  to  make  allowance  for  the  composition  in  relation  to 
age  and  sex,  as  compared  with  the  population  of  England  and  Wales 
as  a  whole,  the  following  table  shows  how  the  local  figures  compare 
with  the  national  ones:- 


Place 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

(Adjusted) 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

Early 

Neonatal 

Death 

Rate 

Perinatal 

Death 

Rate 

Neonatal 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Death 

Rate 

Death 

Rate 

(All  Ages) 
(Adjusted) 

Lichfield 

Rural 

District 

16.5 

11 

9 

19 

9 

14 

10.4 

England 

and 

Wales 

14.8 

12 

12 

22 

12 

17 

12.1 

It  is  noteworthy  that,  even  after  adjustment  for  age  and  sex  of 
the  local  population,  as  compared  with  the  national  one,  the  local 
birthrate  was,  as  in  all  recent  years,  significantly  larger  than  the 
national  figure,  but  the  variation  was  rather  smaller  in  1972  than 
in  other  recent  years. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  scale,  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that, 
even  after  adjustment  of  the  local  figures  for  age  and  sex 
composition  of  the  population,  the  local  death  rate  was  quite 
appreciably  lower  than  the  national  figure.  In  view  of  the  fairly 
considerable  numbers  involved,  the  figures  can  be  regarded  as  fully 
significant,  and  therefore  all  the  more  satisfactory 0 

Although  the  other  death  rates  show  an  equally  favourable 
comparison  of  local  rates  with  national  ones,  in  all  cases,  these 
figures  cannot  be  regarded  as  quite  so  significant,  in  view  of  the 
great  variation  in  rates  from  year  to  year  caused  by  relatively 
small  variations  in  very  small  figures.  Nevertheless,  the  comparison 
is  an  interesting  one,  particularly  in  the  case  of  the  very  important 
perinatal  death  rate,  relating  to  the  combined  figure  for  stillbirths 
and  deaths  at  under  one  week  of  age.  It  will  be  noted  that  the 
comparison  here  is  markedly  favourable  to  the  local  figures. 


The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  people, 
ordinarily  resident  in  the  District,  who  died  during  1972, 
regardless  of  where  the  death  actually  occurred:- 


Cause  of  Death 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

Under 

4 

Weeks 

4 

& 

1 

Weeks 

Under 

Year 

1 

5 

5 

15 

>15 

25 

25 

35 

•35 

45 

45 

55 

55 

65 

65 

75 

75 

and 

Over 

Enteritis  and  Other 

M 

2 

1 

1 

«= 

— 

— 

— 

— 

CO 

Diarrhceal  Diseases 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Tuberculosis  of 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

CO 

— 

1 

Respiratory  System 

F 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  Infective  and 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

Parasitic  Diseases 

F 

1 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Buccal  Cavity  etc. 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Oesophagus 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

5 

— 

— 

- 

=• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

Stomach 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

3 

— 

— 

— 

- 

.  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

Intestine 

F 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

9 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

12 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

6 

- 

Lung ,  Bronchus 

F 

2 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

M 

— 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ereast 

F 

10 

— 

- 

— 

•- 

— 

— 

1 

4 

5 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

F 

6 

'  - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

M 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Leukaemia 

M 

2 

c- 

— 

_ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

Other  Malignant 

M 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

7 

3 

4 

Neoplasms 

F 

8 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

3 

1 

Benign  and  Unspecified 

M 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Neoplasms 

F 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

M 

2 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

1 

Mellitus 

F 

4 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Other  Endocrine  etc. 

M 

2 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Diseases 

F 

1. 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Anaemias 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

1 

CO 

Multiple 

M 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Sclerosis 

F 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

,  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

- 

— 

- 

- 

1 

Nervous  System 

F 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

Chronic  Rheumatic 

M 

3 

— > 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

Heart  Disease 

F 

2 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

Hypertensive 

M 

4 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

Disease 

F 

2 

- 

•  - 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

2 

CO 

Ischaemic 

M 

68 

— 

_ 

C-O 

a. 

— 

2 

11 

17 

17 

21 

Heart  Disease 

F 

54 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

— 

— 

8 

13 

32 

-  4  - 


Cause  of  Death 

Sex 

All 

Ages 

Under 

4 

Weeks 

4 

& 

'i 

-L 

Weeks 

Under 

Year 

1 

5 

5 

15 

15 

25 

25 

35 

35 

45 

45 

55 

55 

65 

65 

75 

75 

and 

Over 

Other  Forms  of 

M 

8 

2 

<=, 

1 

'■=> 

1 

1 

3 

Heart  Disease 

F 

10 

-r 

1? 

_ 

- 

-1 

— 

— 

(BB 

1 

1 

8 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

M 

38 

<_ 

_ 

—a 

«=> 

2 

1 

4 

13 

18 

F 

54 

— 

A 

> 

2 

= 

* 

A 

4 

6 

42 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

15 

— 

— 

-p 

«=D 

1 

1 

u 

'5 

8 

Circulatory  System 

F 

11 

- 

A 

if 

— 

1 

- 

-* 

2 

8 

Pneumonia 

M 

23 

c* 

s. 

— 

- 

= 

==> 

1 

2 

2 

18 

F 

39 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

1 

— 

9 

29 

Bronchitis  and 

M 

23 

— 

— 

a-. 

«— 

«- 

— 

1 

4 

13 

5 

Emphysema 

F 

8 

- 

- 

aci 

A 

- 

=? 

- 

- 

— 

3 

5 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

3 

— 

— 

— 

.  «=, 

— 

= 

«*= 

1 

*» 

c*=> 

2 

Respiratory  System 

F 

2 

- 

A- 

■  A 

— 

A 

- 

*ikf; 

.  - 

1 

1* 

Peptic 

M 

4 

■  —  " 

■ 

- 

a 

i 

— 

1 

2 

Ulcer 

F 

'  kr 

- 

. 

■— 

4 

*- 

— 

— 

— 

“■  A 

Intestinal  Obstruction 

M 

1 

— 

— , 

!■ 

i 

1  =» 

=» 

— 

— 

— 

— > 

and  Hernia 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

* 

<=■ 

■= 

1 

Cirrhosis  of 

M 

1 

— 

<=» 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Liver 

F 

1 

- 

- 

lae 

=> 

V 

— 

-= 

A 

— 

1 

- 

Other  Diseases  of 

M 

4 

— 

— 

— 

«= 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

J 

Digestive  System 

F 

4 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

= 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Nephritis  and 

M 

1 

- 

— 

- 

'•= 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Nephrosis 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

= 

— 

— ■ 

— 

a~ 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

M 

2 

- 

- 

- 

■  * 

— 

A 

2 

Other  Diseases, 

M 

2 

— 

**- 

- 

«=- 

«= 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Genito-Urinary  System 

F 

1 

- 

- 

- 

•f 

- 

.  a 

- 

=> 

1 

— 

Diseases  of  Skin, 

M 

1 

c— 

— 

— 

— 

=» 

— 

‘ =*> 

— 

1 

— 

Subcutaneous  Tissue 

F 

3 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

- 

2 

Diseases  of 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

«— 

<=> 

— 

— 

=, 

Musculo- Skeletal  System 

F 

2 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Congenital 

M 

2 

1 

«*= 

— 

i 

— 

— 

«= 

— 

— 

— 

Anomalies 

F 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

- 

- 

“ 

«*■ 

— 

Birth  Injury, 

M 

3 

3 

«=» 

‘  ^ 

& 

— 

Difficult  Labour,  etc* 

F 

2 

2 

- 

■— 

*-• 

A 

A 

— 

= 

— 

Other  Causes  of 

M 

4 

4 

— 

C=> 

«= 

ar= 

=- 

Perinatal  Mortality 

F 

1 

1 

-- 

- 

°p> 

** 

- 

A 

- 

- 

- 

Symptoms  and 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

A 

— 

— > 

— 

— 

Ill  Defined  Conditions 

F 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

2 

Motor  Vehicle 

M 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

«— 

Accidents 

F 

4 

— 

V 

- 

2 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

All  Other 

M 

7 

<=> 

2 

— 

1 

1 

3 

Accidents 

F 

3 

1- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 

Suicide  and 

M 

5 

c_. 

=-> 

1 

c* 

2 

c=» 

2 

Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

A 

- 

- 

All  Other  External 

M 

1 

— 

=*» 

— 

c— 

— 

1 

P-3 

Causes 

F 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

A 

- 

— 

■  — 

TOTAL  (ALL  CAUSES) 

M 

279 

8 

3 

2 

4 

5 

«=> 

10 

23 

52 

81 

91 

F 

259 

4 

3 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

3 

23 

61 

156 

5 


Taking  the  deaths  as  a  whole,  it  will  be  seen  that  12  occurred 
at  under  four  weeks,  6  more  between  four  weeks  and  one  year,  three 
between  one  year  and  five  years,  6  between  five  years  and  15  years, 

7  between  15  and  25  years,  only  3  between  25  and  35  years,  11  between 
35  and  45  years,  26  between  45  and  55  years,  75  between  55  and  65 
years,  142  between  65  and  75  years  and  247  at  ages  over  75  years® 

It  will  also  be  seen  that,  taking  both  sexes  together,  nearly 
half  died  at  ages  over  75  years,  but  that,  taking  women  separately, 
the  proportion  dying  at  ever  75  years  was  well  ever  half®  One  may 
add  that  no  fewer  than  240  female  deaths  out  of  259  occurred  at  ages 
over  55  years,  a  truly  remarkable  record  of  longevity® 

Sc  far  as  deaths  at  under  four  weeks  are  concerned,  it  may  be 
added  that,  apart  from  the  information  given  in  the  table,  the 
congenital  anomaly  causing  death  was  a  very  gross  one  and  that 
prematurity,  mostly  of  an  extreme  degree,  was  cited  as  an  important 
factor  in  causation  of  death  in  seven  of  the  remaining  11  neonatal 
deaths® 

In  the  case  of  deaths  occurring  at  between  four  weeks  and  one 
year,  it  may  be  noted  that,  unusual  in  recent  years,  one  death 
resulted  from  septicaemia,  associated  with  a  food  poisoning  organism, 
and  another  from  gastroenteritis®  Of  the  accidental  deaths,  one  was 
attributed  to  choking  and  another  to  breathing  in  of  vomited  stomach 
contents®  A  further  death  in  this  group  was  of  the  ”cot  death”  type, 
in  which ,  even  on  post-mortem  examination,  no  clearly  definable  cause 
of  death  can  be  established®  The  death  in  this  group  attributable  to 
congenital  anomaly  involved  a  severe  abnormality  of  the  central 
nervous  system® 

It  will  be  noted  that  in  children  of  between  one  and  15  years, 
accidental  death  played  a  very  large  part®  A  child  of  2  years  died 
from  drowning  in  a  canal,  one  of  5  years  as  a  result  of  a  fall  from 
a  cycle  and  two  children  of  7  years  from  crush  injuries  resulting 
from  traffic  accidents® 

Deaths  at  ages  between  15  and  25  years  were  equal  in  number  to 
the  previous  year,  one  resulting  from  leukaemia,  a  type  of  cancer  of 
the  blood  occurring  in  young  people,  one  from  a  congenital  anomaly, 
one  from  a  surgical  condition  and  three  from  accidents  of  one  type 

or  another® 

As  in  the  previous  year,  the  only  death  resulting  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  occurred  in  an  elderly  male,  such  patients  still  being 
vulnerable  to  the  results  of  infection  contracted  many  years  age® 

Deaths  from  the  cancers  as  a  whole,  85  in  all,  were  less  numerous 
than  in  the  previous  year,  when  100  such  deaths  were  recorded®  The 
incidence  of  the  various  cancers  was  similar  to  that  of  the  previous 
year,  with  the  partial  exception  of  cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus 
where  deaths,  at  14,  compare  with  figures  of  19  in  1971,  26  in  1970, 

22  in  1969  and  19  in  1968®  As  always,  most  of  these  deaths  occurred 
in  men®  Fortunately,  on  this  occasion,  only  one  such  death  occurred 
in  a  person  under  55  years  of  age®  All  the  remaining  deaths,  however, 
from  this  disease,  occurred  at  ages  under  75  years®  I  have  drawn 
attention,  in  previous  reports,  to  the  close  association  between  this 
disease  and  the  consumption  of  tobacco, ■ particularly  in  the  form  of 
cigarettes®  This  association  still  remains®  It  is  hoped  that  the 
slightly  lessened  incidence  of  the  disease  continues® 


-  6  - 


It  will  be  noted  that  6  deaths  were  attributed  to  diabetes, 
but  that  all  of  these  deaths  occurred  at  ages  over  65  years, 
which  demonstrates  the  effectiveness  of  treatment  in  younger 
age-groups. 

0 

Diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system  accounted  for 
no  fewer  than  269  out  of  the  total  of  538  deaths,  or  exactly 
half.  This  shows  only  too  clearly  the  increasing  part  which  this 
group  of  diseases  is  playing  year  by  year®  It  will  also  be  noted 
that  ischaemic  heart  disease,  or  cardiac  thrombosis,  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  122  of  the  deaths  in  this  group,  and  that  39  of  these 
122  deaths  occurred  at  ages  under  65  years.  As  liability  to  this 
disease  is  approximately  twice  as  great  in  smokers  as  in  non- 
smokers,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  very  considerable  price  is  being 
paid,  unnecessarily,  in  lives,  for  this  habit. 

The  same  can  be  said  of  deaths  from  bronchitis  and  emphysema, 
but  there  is  the  consolation,  in  this  case,  that  nearly  all  the 
deaths  occurred  at  ages  over  65  years,  although  much  needless 
suffering  is  always  experienced  in  younger  age-groups. 

The  total  of  seven  deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents 
compares  with  totals  of  7  in  1971,  11  in  1970,  18  in  1969,  20  in 
1968,  10  in  1967,  13  in  1966  and  18  in  1965.  Tragic  as  all  these 
figures  are,  the  marked  improvements  in  recent  years  stands  out 
as  a  reward  for  all  the  health  education  carried  out,  both 
nationally  and  locally,  in  relation  to  this  very  important  matter. 

The  position  in  relation  to  other  accidental  deaths  is  much 
less  favourable,  the  figure  of  10  comparing  with  7  in  1971,  8  in 
1970,  9  in  1969,  3  in  1968,  6  in  1967,  11  in  1966  and  11  also  in 
1965.  It  will  be  seen  that  three  of  these  deaths  occurred  at  ages 
between  5  and  25  years  and  another  three  at  ages  over  65  years, 
giving  a  clear  picture  of  the  vulnerable  ages,  probably  due  to 
foolhardiness  in  the  one  case  and  to  frailty  in  the  other,  for 
this  type  of  accident. 

It  may  be  noted  that  the  five  suicidal  deaths  compared  with  5 
also  in  1971,  3  in  1970,  6  in  1969,  6  in  1968,  2  in  1967,  1  in  1966 
and  4  in  1965.  It  is  also  notable  that  all  five  deaths  in  1972  were 
in  men,  and  that  none  was  really  elderly.  This  feature  has  also 
appeared  in  other  recent  years  and  is,  no  doubt,  related  in  a 
considerable  degree  to  the  stresses  of  modern  life. 

Once  more,  it  is  possible  to  record,  with  satisfaction,  that 
no  death  during  the  year  being  reported  on  was  attributable  to 
pregnancy,  abortion  or  childbirth. 
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NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  the  year  and  also,  for  comparison,  the  number  of  cases  of 
the  same  diseases  notified  in  each  of  the  eleven  preceding  years 


Disease 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1971 

1972 

Measles 

768 

56 

674 

199 

342 

311 

371 

378 

129 

473 

286 

417 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

11 

6 

27 

6 

22 

14 

15 

2 

2 

12 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

4 

6 

8 

21 

25 

15 

23 

6 

2 

3 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute 

Meningitis 

«— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

3 

4 

— 

Bacillary 

Dysentery 

9 

21 

5 

3 

6 

16 

16 

27 

=, 

i 

7 

Food  Poisoning 

6 

18 

4 

- 

2 

1 

2 

4 

1 

5 

,l  6 

18 

Infective 

Jaundice 

c 

11 

17 

17 

19 

4 

Acute 

Encephalitis 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

— 

2 

2 

" 

0=0 

2 

<=~ 

1 

Tuberculosis 

7 

8 

L ' 

9 

6 

4 

5 

2 

7 

3 

2 

1 

4 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  incidence  of  measles  was  roughly  comparable 
to  that  of  other  recent  years,  with  little  evidence  of  the  biennial 
prevalence  shown  by  the  figures  prior  to  the  middle  of  the  previous 
decade®  The  vast  majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  second  quarter 
of  the  year3  It  is  disappointing  that  the  incidence  has  net  been  more 
greatly  affected  by  the  immunisation  campaign  conducted  in  recent  years 
but,  as  nearly  all  the  cases  occurred  in  unimmunised  children,  there 
appears  good  reason  to  hope  that  the  delay,  in  effect,  is  only  temporary, 
due  to  an  insufficient  number  of  children  being,  as  yet,  protected,  and 
that  the  next  epidemic  may  be  more  appreciably  affected  by  the  very 
considerable  efforts  now  being  made  in  surgery,  clinic  and  infant  school® 

The  incidence  of  whooping  cough  was  much  more  satisfactory,  and 
amply  repays  the  work  done  in  immunisation  against  this  disease  over  a 
period  now  of  many  years® 

Scarlet  fever  again  showed  little  evidence  of  its  presence  in  the 
community,  the  low  figure  of  notifications  again  demonstrating  the 
efficiency  of  present  methods  of  control  of  the  disease® 

Once  more  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  record  the  absence  of  any 
cases  of  poliomyelitis,  so  dreaded  in  early  post-war  years,  and  with 
many  partially  paralysed  victims  still  showing  the  effects  of  infection 
incurred  at  that  time®  The  history  demonstrates  the  need  for  the 
unremitting  efforts  still  being  maintained  to  preserve  the  present 
generation  of  young,  and  not  so  young,  children  from  the  disease  which 
killed  and  maimed  so  many  in  quite  recent  times® 
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The  absence  of  cases  of  meningitis  is  also  a  pleasant  feature  of 
the  statistics.  It  is  one  which  cannot  be  attributed  to  immunisation. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  relatively  favourable  experience  of  recent 
years  will  continue. 

Of  the  seven  cases  of  dysentery,  four  occurred  in  one  family, 
involving  an  adult  and  three  children,  two  in  children  of  another 
family,  in  quite  a  different  part  of  the  district,  and  the  remaining 
case  in  an  adult  in  yet  another  part  of  the  district®  No  great 
epidemiological  problem  emerged,  although  one  of  the  affected  adults 
had  professional  food  handlers  as  household  contacts®  No  spread  of 
infection  occurred. 

Unfortunately,  the  number  of  cases  of  food-poisoning  was  larger 
than  in  any  other  recent  year.  This  was,  however,  largely  due  to  the 
fact  that  one  short,  sharp,  outbreak,  involving  seven  of  the  notified 
cases,  occurred  on  one  day  in  one  institution,  while  four  cases 
occurred,  also  in  one  day,  in  one  family  outbreak®  Each  of  these 
outbreaks  were  over  within  a  period  of  24  hours.  No  spread  of 
infection  occurred  in  either  case.  Two  further  family  outbreaks 
occurred,  in  each  case  involving  only  husband  and  wife®  These  also 
settled  down  very  quickly.  The  remaining  three  cases  we re  sporadic 
ones,  unrelated  to  any  of  the  above-mentioned  outbreaks  or  to  one 
another.  In  one  of  these,  tragically,  the  patient  died.  It  was 
possible  to  be  reasonably  certain  of  the  food  causing  the  infection 
in  the  two  largest  outbreaks,  involving,  in  one  case,  various 
ingredients  of  a  salad  and,  in  the  other,  freshly  cooked  turkey.  In 
the  latter  case,  it  appears  fairly  certain  that  the  infection  was 
related  to  the  fact  that  the  cooking  process  was  divided  into  two 
periods,  with  organisms,  not  killed  in  the  first  period  of  cooking, 
multiplying  in  the  intermediate  period  and  not  being  killed  by  the 
further  period  of  cooking  on  the  day  of  consumption.  In  spite  of 
the  inconvenience  caused  to  domestic  arrangements  by  the  lengthy 
period  of  time  required  to  cook  a  very  large  bird,  it  appears 
preferable,  so  far  as  safety  is  concerned,  not  to  divide  the  cooking 
period,  bearing  in  mind  the  considerable  degree  of  resistance  to  heat 
of  certain  organisms  which  are  by  no  means  uncommon  contaminants  of 
poultry  carcases. 


The  number  of  cases  of  infective  jaundice  notified  was  the 
smallest  in  any  year  since  the  disease  became  notifiable  in  1968. 

All  the  infections  occurred  in  young  adults,  at  different  times  and 
in  different  parishes.  It  would  appear  that  the  cases  were  not 
related  to  one  another  and  that  the  precautions  advised,  or  natural 
resistance  to  the  disease,  were  sufficient  to  prevent  the  transference 
of  infection. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  table  that  four  cases  of 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year.  All  were  pulmonary  in 
type.  Three  of  the  cases  occurred  in  one  family,  involving  an 
elderly  father  and  his  son  and  daughter,  who  were  investigated  as 
contacts  and  found  to  be  already  infected.  The  remaining  infection 
was  a  sporadic  one  unrelated  to  any  other  known  case.  All  patients 
responded  well  to  treatment.  No  further  transference  of  infection 
occurred  after  supervision  was  established. 
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The  following  table  shows  how  the  figures  for  1972  compare  with 
those  for  earlier  years 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pulmonary 

Pulmonary  j 

|  Non- Pulmonary 

Year 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1954 

17 

20 

5 

2 

8 

3 

— 

— 

1955 

10 

8 

2 

3 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1956 

9 

9 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1957 

14 

10 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

1958 

11 

3 

2 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1959 

8 

8 

- 

- 

4 

1 

- 

- 

1960 

5 

5 

- 

1 

3 

1 

!  “ 

- 

1961 

5 

1 

A 

± 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1962 

5 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1963 

5 

3 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- ' 

1964 

4 

2 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

— 

1965 

2 

1 

— 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1966 

3 

1 

1 

- 

1 

— 

- 

- 

1967 

- 

- 

- 

1- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1968 

4 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

2 

- 

1969 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1970 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

— 

1971 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1972 

,, _ _ _ _ 

2 

_ 

2 

- 

- 

1 

- 

j  - 

- 

As  will  be  seen,  the  figures  for  1972  compare  unfavourably  with 
those  for  other  recent  years,  but  it  will  be  appreciated  that  this  was 
due  to  the  presence  of  three  notifiable  patients  in  one  family,  as 
mentioned  in  my  preceding  paragraph. 

Arrangements  for  diagnosis,  treatment,  investigation  and  super¬ 
vision  of  contacts  remained  as  stated  in  previous  reports,  patients 
going  for  diagnosis  and  supervision  to  clinics  at  Stafford,  Burton- 
upon- Trent,  Tamworth,  Sutton  Coldfield  and  Walsall  and  for  in-patient 
treatment  to  hospitals  at  Bur ton-upon- Trent ,  Warwick  and  Walsall, 
depending  on  place  of  residence  and  convenience  of  the  patient 
concerned.  Although  geographically  somewhat  distant,  adequate  clinic 
and  hospital  facilities  were  available  for  those  patients  requiring 
them.  Supervision  in  the  home  was  provided  by  a  health  visitor 
employed  by  the  County  Council  but  working  in  close  co-operation  with 
the  various  chest  physicians  involved.  Domiciliary  treatment  was  also 
provided,  as  required,  by  a  member  of  the  County  Council's  nursing 
staff. 
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ANTHRAX 


Two  cases  of  confirmed  anthrax  in  animals  were  notified  during  the 

year. 

Fortunately,  no  case  of  this  infection  in  man  was  reported. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


Facilities  at  the  County  Chemical  and  Public  Health  Laboratories 
at  Stafford  continued  unchanged.  The  availability  of  emergency  services 
at  the  latter  laboratory  at  weekends  was  a  particularly  helpful  feature, 
which  was  used  on  a  number  of  occasions,  both  for  delivery  of  and  receipt 
of  reports  on  specimens  of  a  somewhat  urgent  nature.  The  examinations 
during  the  year  included  investigation  of  specimens  from  persons  suspected 
of,  or  in  contact  with,  both  cholera  and  typhoid  infection,  as  well  as 
various  types  of  food-poisoning.  Fortunately,  those  specimens  examined 
for  cholera  and  typhoid  organisms  all  proved  ro  be  free  from  those 
particular  types  of  infection. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

Comment  has  been  made  in  an  earlier  paragraph  in  relation  to 
accommodation  available  to  patients  suffering  from  tuberculous  infection. 

The  position  in  relation  to  patients  requiring  admission  to  hospital 
for  treatment  of  other  types  of  infection  was  somewhat  similar,  adequate 
facilities  being  available  at  East  Birmingham  and  Moxley  Hospitals. 

In  the  case  of  maternity  patients,  facilities  were  again  adequate, 
within  a  reasonable  dstance,  for  all  those  with  a  strong  medical  or 
social  need  for  admission,  but  not  for  all  those  who,  without  such  need, 
nevertheless  desired  hospital  confinement. 

Some  hardship  was  again  experienced  by  elderly  chronic  sick  patients 
and  their  relatives,  but  the  delays  in  admission  were  certainly  not  as 
great  as  in  other  fairly  recent  years  or  as  in  some  other  neighbouring 
districts. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1951 

Unlike  other  recent  years,  it  was  found  necessary,  on  one  occasion, 
to  secure  compulsory  admission  of  a  patient  to  hospital  in  order  to 
secure  necessary  care  and  attention  not  available  within  the  home. 
Fortunately,  no  further  legal  action  was  required  after  the  period  of 
21  days  covered  by  the  Magistrate’s  Order  obtained. 

WELFARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE 

Most  of  the  services  for  the  assistance  of  the  elderly  come,  of 
course,  within  the  duties  of  the  County  Council. 

Financial  provision  was,  however,  made,  as  in  other  recent  years, 
for  the  provision  of  financial  grants  to  voluntary  organisations,  in  a 
number  of  parishes,  providing  assistance,  either  in  meals  or  in 
recreational  facilities,  to  elderly  members  of  the  local  communities 
involved.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  such  activities  are  fully  worthy 
of  the  financial  assistance  provided. 
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Financial  assistance  was  also  provided,  on  an  increased  scale,  in 
support  of  the  meals-on-wheels  service  in  Burntwood,  Hammerwich, 
Whittington  and  Alrewas  Parishes,  naming  these  in  order  of  inception 
of  the  services*  It  is  clear  that,  organised  by  the  Womens  Royal 
Voluntary  Service,  supported  in  the  various  parishes  by  enthusiastic 
volunteers  anxious  to  help  their  elderly  neighbours  and  financially 
subsidised  by  the  County  and  Lichfield  Rural  District  Councils,  the 
scheme  is  serving  a  very  useful  purpose®  Towards  the  end  of  the  year 
being  reported  on,  preparations  were  well  in  hand  for  extension  of  the 
service  to  Fazeley  and  Shenstone  Parishes*  At  the  time  of  writing  this 
report,  both  of  these  new  schemes  are  functioning  on  a  satisfactory 
basis* 


FOOD 

Details  of  inspection  of  food  premises,  and  investigation  of  the 
quite  numerous  complaints  received  from  an  increasingly  critical 
community  will,  as  usual,  be  found  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector's 
section  of  this  report. 

I  am  indebted  to  Dr®  H.  H.  John,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
for  the  folio-wing  information  relating  to  samples  of  milk  collected  in 
the  district  by  the  County  Council  in  its  capacity  as  Food  and  Drugs 

Authority : - 


Results  of  Examination 


Untreated 

Pasteurised 

Sterilised 

UeH.T. 

Place  of 
Collection 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Brucella 
Abortus 
Ring  Test 

Methylene^ 
Blue  Test 

'Phosphatase 

Test 

Turbidity- 

Test 

Colony  Couni 
Test 

s 

u 

N 

P 

S 

y 

s 

U 

S 

U 

S 

U 

Streets 

73 

3 

78 

- 

133 

13 

151 

— 

3 

- 

1 

- 

Schools 

Hospitals, 

Home s,  S  ®  C  ®  C  ® 
Premises, 

- 

- 

41 

3 

45 

Pteo  Schools 
etc  ® 

6=3 

c=s> 

19 

“ 

19 

c=> 

' 

Total 

73 

3 

78 

i 

193 

16 

215 

3 

- 

1 

- 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  tests  for  adequate  pasteurisation 
sterilisation  and  ultra  high  temperature  treatment  were  uniformly 
satisfactory,  but  that  the  methylene  blue  test,  for  cleanliness  of 
milk,  was  not  so  satisfactory  in  its  results  in  either  untreated  or 
pasteurised  milk®  Bearing  in  mind  the  very  serious  consequences  which 
can  result  from  the  presence  of  live  brucella  abortus  organisms  in 
untreated  milk,  it  is  reassuring  to  note  that  all  ring  tests  carried 
out  on  this  type  of  milk  were  negative  in  result®  In  view  of  continuing 
ill-health,  in  certain  members  of  the  farming  community,  resulting  from 
the  practice  of  retaining  untreated  milk  for  home  consumption,  while 
sending  all  other  supplies  for  heat- treatment  at  a  commercial  dairy,  I 
would  again  mention  the  danger  of  this  practice,  which  can,  in  spite  of 
treatment,  lead  to  ill-health  extending  over  a  period  of  years® 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


Mr.  J.  Lamont,  Engineer- in-Chief  to  South  Staffordshire 
Waterworks  Company,  has  been  kind  enough  to  supply  the  following 
information  relating  to  water  supply  and  distribution  arrangements 
in  the  District 

"a.  The  water  supply  during  1972  was  generally 
satisfactory.  There  were  a  few  complaints 
of  discoloured  water  supply  but  these  were 
confined  to  Whittington®  Remedial  action 
taken  during  the  year  and  measures  which 
are  currently  in  hand  have  improved  the 
quality  of  the  supply. 

b.  The  supply  to  Lichfield  Rural  District 
Council  is  derived  from  eleven  pumping 
stations  which  supply  other  areas  as  well 
as  the  rural  district. 

Regular  and  frequent  samples  are  examined 
both  bacteriologically  and  chemically  from 
all  stations  and,  where  treatment  is  installed, 
bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw  waters 
are  also  carried  out. 

Regular  samples  are  examined  from  the  service 
reservoir  and  repumping  station  at  Gentleshaw, 
as  well  as  from  the  various  quality  control  taps 
and  hydrants  in  the  area. 

52  samples  from  Gentleshaw  Reservoir  and  51  from 
the  repumping  station  were  all  free  from  coliform 
bacteria0 

Quality  control  tap  samples  were  obtained  from:- 


Alrewas 

11 

Burntwood 

8 

Chase  Terrace 

9 

Clifton  Campville 

11 

Edingale 

11 

Elmhurst 

10 

Fradley 

12 

Hams tall  Ridware 

10 

Hill  Ridware 

10 

King ' s  Bromley 

10 

Little  Aston 

11 

Ali  the  tap  samples,  were  free  from  coliform  bacteria. 
Samples  were  examined  from  hydrants  at:- 

Elford  (Hydrant  at  end  of  long  distribution  system) 

Whittington  ( Supply  to  Barracks ) . 

11  samples  from.  Elford  and  12  from  Whittington  were  all 
free  from  coliform  bacteria. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  sources  of  supply  and  the 
relatively  large  area  of  distribution,  wide  variations 
in  chemical  composition  of  the  supplies  were  found. 


-  13  - 


In  1972,  the  average  total  hardnesses  of  the  various 
locations  were:- 


Chase  Terrace 

156  milligrammes 

per 

litre 

(CaCO.) 

Clifton  Campville 

178 

ft 

tt 

<i 

it  3 

Fradley 

264 

ft 

?t 

tt 

ft 

Hamstall  Ridware 

153 

tt 

tt 

ft 

ft 

Little  Aston 

251 

ft 

tt 

ft 

ft 

Typical  analyses  from  these  five  points  are  enclosed, 

c.  Only  two  of  the  supplying  stations  contain  any  significant 
amounts  of  naturally  occurring  fluoride.  These  are  Chilcote 
and  Seedy  Mill,  the  average  contents  for  1972  being  0,20  mg/1, 
and  0.16  mg/1,  respectively. 

d.  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo- solvency,  all  the  tap 
samples  being  free  from  any  significant  quantities  of  lead. 

e.  Chlorination  is  practised  at  most  of  the  pumping  stations, 
but  this  is  largely  precautionary.  In  cases  of  possible 
contamination  following  burst  or  damaged  pipes,  emptying 
reservoirs,  etc,,  emergency  chlorination  of  the  affected 
fittings  or  structure  is  carried  out  and  special  apparatus 
.and  staff  are  available  for  the  purpose.  New  mains  are  not 
brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  examined  and  found 
satisfactory. 

f.  There  are  no  houses  supplied  from  standpipes  in  the  Rural 
District.  At  the  31st  December,  1972,  19,089  houses  were 
supplied  from  the  Company ' s  distribution  system  with  an 
estimated  population  of  3.05  persons  per  house." 

It  is  again  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  water  is  bacteriologically 
safe,  as  shown  by  the  numerous  negative  results  of  routine  samples  taken. 

It  is  also  reassuring  to  note  that  the  water  is  relatively  hard,  and 
not  liable  to  dissolve  lead,  although  the  housewife  may  consider  the  former 
characteristic  to  be  a  somewhat  mixed  blessing,  particularly  when  washing 
clothes.  In  the  present  state  of  medical  knowledge,  however,  it  appears 
preferable,  on  health  grounds,  that  the  water  should  be,  as  it  uniformly 
is,  relatively  hard. 

The  less  satisfactory  feature  is  the  almost  complete  absence  of 
naturally  occurring  fluoride,  bearing  in  mind  that  the  highly  vocal 
opposition  of  a  minority  is  likely  to  prevent  the  remedying  of  this 
deficiency  in  the  immediately  foreseeable  future.  I  would  only  add, 
somewhat  sadly,  how  much  more  fortunate,  in  this  respect,  are  children 
living  in  Birmingham,  where  action  has  not  been  inhibited,  and  where  the 
benefits  of  fluoridation  of  water  supplies  have  been  clearly  demonstrated. 

HOUSING 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Housing  Manager  for  the  following  statistics 
relating  to  applicants  for  council  dwellings  and  rehousings  effected 


during  1972:- 

Applicants  at  1st  January,  1972  ...  ...  637 
Applicants  Rehoused  in  New  Dwellings  in  1972  83 
Applicants  Rehoused  in  Relet  Dwellings  in  1972  143 
Applicants  at  31st  December  1972  ...  ...  629 1 
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Of  the  226  families  rehoused  during  1972,  38  families  were  rehoused 
from  houses  regarded  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  a  further  16 
families  from  residential  caravans,  which  obviously  provide  substandard 
accommodation,  particularly  for  families  with  growing  children* 

It  may  be  noted  with  interest  that,  of  the  629  housing  applications 
outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year,  393  were  from  tenants,  210  from 
lodgers  and  26  from  occupants  of  caravans* 

The  figure  of  38  families  rehoused  from  unfit  houses  compares  with 
figures  of  41  in  1971,  74  in  1970,  29  in  1969,  73  in  1968,  35  in  1967, 

17  in  1966,  56  in  1965,  25  in  1964,  14  in  1963  and  61  in  1962*  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  figures  vary  considerably  from  year  to  year,  depending 
largely  on  the  number  of  council  dwelling  completions  in  the  year  in 
question,  but  do  show  steady  progress  in  the  rehousing  of  families  from 
unfit  houses. 

The  following  table  shows  the  statutory  action  taken  in  1972  in 
relation  to  houses  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 


Property 

Action 

146,  Ironstone  Road, 

Chase  Terrace 

Undertaking  Accepted, 

14th  January,  1972* 

17  and  21,  Eastgate  Street, 

Chase  Terrace 

Undertakings  Accepted, 

14th  January,  1972* 

11,  New  Street, 

Chase  Terrace 

Demolition  Order, 

25th  February,  1972* 

93  and  95,  High  Street, 

Chasetown 

Demolition  Orders, 

14th  April,  1972* 

Two  Cottages,  The  Woodyard, 

Edingale 

Purchase  Notice, 

26th  May,  1972* 

142,  Ironstone  Road, 

Chase  Terrace 

Undertaking  Accepted, 

24th  November,  1972* 

34  -  40,  (Even  Nos*), 

Cannock  Road,  Chase  Terrace 

Undertaking  Accepted, 

24th  November,  1972* 

The  Cottage,  Chapel  Lane, 

Gentleshaw 

Undertaking  Accepted, 

24th  November,  1972* 

The  total  of  14  houses,  in  respect  of  which  statutory  action  was 
taken  in  1972,  compared  with  figures  of  27  in  1971,  115  in  1970,  37  in 

1969,  28  in  1968,  20  in  1967,  22  in  1966,  28  in  1965,  28  in  1964,  55  in 

1963,  37  in  1962,  25  in  1961,  70  in  i960,  18  in  1959,  8  in  1958,  37  in 

1957,  22  in  1956  and  19  in  1955,  giving  a  total  of  610  houses  since  the 

beginning  of  1955,  when  it  became  possible  for  the  Council  to  recommence, 
on  a  fairly  substantial  scale,  statutory  action  for  the  clearance  of 
unfit  houses,  action  which  had,  of  course,  been  in  abeyance  during  the 
war  and  early  post-war  periods*  Although,  as  will  be  seen,  the  amount 
of  action  taken  varied  very  considerably  from  year  to  year,  largely 
depending  on  the  supply  of  replacement  houses  and  flats  likely  to  be 
available  within  a  reasonable  period  of  time  after  statutory  action  was 
taken,  the  total  does,  I  think,  represent  a  quite  considerable  achieve¬ 
ment* 
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So  far  as  action  during  1972  is  concerned,  I  would  add  that  9 
further  houses'  had  been  represented  for  statutory  action  before  the 
end  of  the  year,  but  these  are  not  included  in  the  above  figures 
because  the  action  was  not  approved  by  Council  until  after  the 
beginning  of  1973® 

I  mentioned  in  my  report  for  1971,  written  in  1972,  that  a 
survey  was  then  being  undertaken  in  order  to  reassess  the  clearance 
programme  still  remaining  to  be  carried  out.  This  revealed,  in  due 
course,  that,  apart  from  houses  on  which  statutory  action  had  already 
been  taken,  although  the  occupants  had  not  yet  been  rehoused,  48 
further  houses  remained  to  be  dealt  with  by  clearance  action  of  one 
type  or  another.  This  conclusion  confirmed  earlier  impressions  that, 
so  far  as  this  District  is  concerned,  clearance  of  unfit  houses  is 
now  rapidly  approaching  its  final  stages. 

The  survey  also  provided  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  houses, 
whether  owned  by  the  Council  or  by  private  owners,  which,  though  not 
unfit,  needed  to  be  improved  to  reach  full  modern  standards.  Action 
to  secure  the  necessary  improvements  will  constitute  a  very  important 
function  of  the  Council  assuming  office  in  1974.  In  the  meantime,  the 
present  Council  is  well  advanced  with  its  programme  for  full  modern¬ 
isation  of  the  520  council  houses  needing  to  be  improved,  and  there  is 
every  reason  to  hope  that  the  programme  will  be  completed,  along  the 
lines  detailed  in  my  report  for  1971,  before  the  end  of  1974.  Every 
possible  effort  will  also  be  made  to  secure  the  modernisation  of  the 
1560  privately  owned  houses  now  estimated,  as  a  result  of  the  survey, 
to  be  in  need  of  improvement.  As  181  applications  for  grant  aid  for 
such  work  were  approved  in  1971  and  a  further  117  applications  in  1972, 
it  can  be  said  that  this  programme  is  now  making  good  progress. 

Further  details  will  be  found  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
section  of  the  report. 
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SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  TREATMENT 


(Prepared  by  Mr.  K.  Burkinshaw,  C.Eng. ,F.I.Mun.E. ,M.Inst.H.E. 

Engineer  and  Surveyor) 


The  standards  of  final  effluents  produced  from  the  majority  of  sewage 
treatment  works  continues  to  be  satisfactory, and  comply  with  the  standards 
laid  down  by  the  Trent  River  Authority.  In  the  case  of  Alrewas,  a  relaxed 
standard  for  final  effluent  has  been  allowed  by  the  River  Authority  until  the 
sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme  for  Alrewas  and  Fradley  has  been  completed. 
In  those  villages  where  further  development  will  cause  an  overloading  of 
existing  works,  extensions  have  been  planned  and  will  be  commenced  in  1973/74. 

ALREWAS 


These  works  are  heavily  overloaded  but  ,due  to  the  high  rate  of 
infiltration,  a  reasonable  standard  of  effluent  is  produced,  which  now 
complies  with  the  River  Authority's  relaxed  standard. 

Commencement  of  work  on  the  reconstruction  of  the  Alrewas  sewage  works 
has  been  delayed  due  to  difficulties  in  acquisition  of  land?  these  have  now 
been  resolved  and  a  commencement  on  this  contract,  which  also  includes  for 
the  sewering  of  Fradley  village,  should  be  made  this  year.  If  so  the 
reconstruction  should  be  completed  in  1975. 

ARMITAGE  AND  LONGDON 


The  sewage  treatment  works  situated  at  Armitage  deals  with  the  drainage 
from  the  parishes  of  Armitage-with-Handsacre  and  Longdon.  The  works  operates 
on  the  double  filtration  system^  a  new  pumping  station  for  pumping  all  flows 
back  for  double  filtration  was  completed  last  year.  The  last  stage  in 
converting  the  works  to  enable  all  flows  to  be  dealt  with  on  double 
filtration  is  to  fit  larger  arms  on  the  bacteria  bed  distributors?  which 
work  is  to  be  carried  out  this  year. 

At  the  present  time  that  portion  of  the  flow  which  receives  double 
filtration  is  producing  a  satisfactory  effluent , conforming  to  the  River 
Authority's  standards.  However,  until  larger  arms  are  fitted  to  the 
distributors,  a  minor  portion  of  the  total  flow  only  receives  single 
filtration?  this  portion  is  not  producing  a  satisfactory  effluent.  To  meet 
complaints  from  local  residents  of  odours  arising  from  the  works,  a 
deodorising  system  is  in  operation. 

BURNTWOOD 


The  final  effluent  from  this  works  continues  to  be  satisfactory 
conforming  to  the  River  Authority's  standards.  However,  due  to  the 
development  still  taking  place  in  this  warea,  the  flow  to  the  works  continues 
to  increase,  and  work  is  continuing  on  the  planning  of  extensions  to  the 
sewage  treatment  plant,  which  may  provide  for  a  two  stage  biological 
treatment  and  some  form  of  mechanical  de-watering  of  sewage  sludge. 
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CLIFTON  CAM.PVILLE 


This  works  is  considerably  overloaded  and  is  now  due  to  be  classified 
as  unsatisfactory.  The  conversion  to  alternating  double  filtration  some 
years  ago  which  has  enabled  the  works  to  deal  with  double  the  design  flow, 
is  now  unable  to  cope  with  further  increases  in  flow. 

Initial  extensions  to  the  works  will  be  carried  out  this  year,  and 
provide  for  a  high  rate  biological  filter  to  precede  the  existing  filters, 
the  works  will  then  operate  on  double  filtration. 

Later  extensions  will  include  an  additional  pump  well  and  humus  tank. 
COLTON 


A  satisfactory  final  effluent  is  discharged  from  this  works,  conforming 
to  the  River  Authority's  standards. 

CURBOROUGH  AND  ELMHURST 


This  works  continues  to  produce  a  satisfactory  final  effluent. 

DRAYTON  BASSETT 

With  a  change  in  operating  procedure,  the  final  effluent  produced  from 
this  works  is  better  than  ever  before, and  is  well  within  the  River  Authority's 
standards. 

ED INGALE 


Although  the  flow  to  this  works  is  increasing,  some  of  the  units  are 
still  not  in  operation. 

The  final  effluent  is  satisfactory,  conforming  to  the  River  Authority's 
standards. 

ELFORD 

Due  to  infiltration  into  the  sewers,  the  sewage  received  at  the  works 
is  weaker  than  is  usual.  So,  although  the  works  is  receiving  a  flow  near 
to  its  design  flow,  a  satisfactory  effluent  is  produced  with  some  of  the 
units  still  not  in  operation. 

FAREWELL  AND  CHORLEY 

Sewage  from  this  area  is  punped  to  the  Burntwood  Sewage  Treatment  Works. 

FAZELEY  N 


Sewage  from  this  area  is  dealt  with  at  Tamworth  Sewage  Treatment  Works, 
via  the  main  trunk  sewer  in  Watling  Street  and  passing  under  the  canal  into 

the  Tamworth  Borough. 

The  pumping  stations  In  general  are  satisfactory^  one  specialist  plant 
which  previously  gave  considerable  trouble,  now  operates  satisfactorily, 
although  it  requires  monthly  cleansing. 
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F RADLEY 


The  sewerage  system  of  this  village  in  general  is  unsatisfactory g  it 
is  proposed  to  deal  with  this  within  the  new  scheme  for  Alrewas. 

The  plant  dealing  with  sewage  from  the  new  Council  houses  produces  a 
satisfactory  final  effluent , conforming  to  the  River  Authority’s  standards. 
Other  Council  house  sewage  plants  are  unsatisfactory. 

HAMSTALL  RIDWARE 


Due  to  the  continuing  low  sewage  flow,  not  all  units  are  in  operation, 
although  a  satisfactory  final  effluent  is  produced. 

Complaints  have  been  received  of  odours  arising  from  the  primary  tanks 
at  this  works  in  warm  weather.  To  deal  with  this,  a  completely  new  concept 
in  odour  control  is  to  be  installed  shortly. 

HARLASTON 

Sewage  from  this  village  is  pumped  via  two  pumping  stations  to  Edingal 
for  treatment. 

HINTS 

The  final  effluent  discharged  from  this  works  continues  to  be 
satisfactory  and  conforms  to  the  River  Authority's  standards.  Here  again, 
due  to  low  sewage  flows,  not  all  units  are  in  operation. 

HOPWAS 


The  final  effluent  discharged  from  this  works  continues  to  be 
satisfactory,  and  conforms  to  the  River  Authority's  standards. 

KING'S  BROMLEY 


Sewage  from  this  village  is  pumped  to  the  Lichfield  City  Council's 
Curborough  Works  for  treatment. 

MAVESYN  RIDWARE 

A  Biodisc  Unit  has  been  installed  to  relieve  the  overloading  on  the 
existing  works,  provision  has  also  been  made  for  another  unit  to  be 
installed  if  necessary.  The  Biodisc  Unit  is  producing  a  satisfactory 
final  effluent,  although  the  conventional  works  is  still  producing  an 
unsatisfactory  effluent. 

SHENSTONE 


Further  work  is  in  progress  to  allow  this  works  to  operate  more 
efficiently^  this  will  enable  the  primary  tanks  to  operate  continuously, 
without  the  need  for  complete  emptying. 

The  standard  of  final  effluent  has  improved  but  is  still  considered 
unsatisfactory,  and  with  the  works  operating  at  near  design  conditions, 
any  further  development  in  the  village  will  necessitate  extensions  to  the 
works. 


STONNALL 


This  works  continues  to  produce  a  satisfactory  final  effluent,  conforming 
to  the  River  Authority's  standards. 

LITTLE  ASTON 


The  sewage  treatment  works  is  situated  at  Little  Aston  and  deals  with 
the  drainage  from  parts  of  the  Aldridge/Brownhills  Urban  District  and  the 
Borough  of  Sutton  Coldfield.  Although  the  flow  has  increased  ,the  standard 
of  final  effluent  continues  to  be  satisfactory. 

STREETHAY 

The  final  effluent  discharged  from  this  works  continues  to  be 
satisfactory,  conforming  to  the  River  Authority's  standards. 

SWINE EN  AND  PACKINGTON 


This  works  continues  to  discharge  a  satisfactory  final  effluent, 
conforming  to  the  River  Authority's  standards. 

WALL 


Sewage  from  this  village  is  pumped  to  Burntwood  for  treatment. 
WHITTINGTON 


A  satisfactory  final  effluent  continues  to  be  discharged  from  this  works. 

Following  the  latest  housing  development  adjacent  to  the  works,  a 
deodorising  system  is  at  present  being  installed  to  counteract  any  odour 
problems  that  may  arise. 

WIGGINTON 


Conditions  in  the  portion  of  this  Parish  which  is  sewered  are  quite 
good,  the  sewage  being  fealt  with  at  the  Tamworth  Sewage  Treatment  Works. 

WEEFORD 


There  is  no  change  in  the  sewerage  conditions  existing  in  this  Parish. 
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LICHFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
1972 . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members, 
Lichfield  Rural  District  Council 0 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  pleasure  I  would  have  normally  expressed  in 
presenting  this  report  has  been  completely  nullified 
by  the  unwelcome  reason  for  my  so  doing.  I  refer,  of 
course,  to  the  death  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
Mr.  George  Leeder,  in  February  1973. 

Mr,  Leeder  took  up  original  appointment  with  your 
Council  on  the  7th  March,  1947,  and  was  one  of  your 
longest  serving  Officers. 

From  my  own  contact  with  him  over  the  last  10  years 
and  in  the  knowledge  of  those  who  had  far  longer 
associations,  I  am  aware  that  Mr.  Leeder  served  the 
Lichfield  Rural  District  Council  in  a  diligent  and 
conscientious  manner  and  commanded  the  respect  of  all 
who  knew  him.  It  is  with  great  personal  sadness  that 
I  must  record  the  loss  of  a  friend  and  colleague  whose 
services  to  local  government  will  be  greatly  missed. 


C.  MATHESON 

Acting  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


Rural  Council  House, 
LICHFIELD. 

January,  1974. 
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INSPECTIONS 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  visits  and 
inspections  made  by  public  health  inspectors  to  the  various 
classes  of  premises  etc:- 


VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS 

NUMBER 

Housing  Visits 

538 

Improvement  &  Conversion  Grants 

390 

Caravan  Sites 

72 

Air  Pollution 

81 

Noise 

65 

Food  &  Drugs 

152 

Food  Hygiene 

317 

Slaughterhouse  s 

573 

Factories 

105 

Civic  Amenities 

386 

Offices  &  Shops  Act 

320 

|  Drainage 

698 

Refuse 

77 

Disinfestation 

204 

Water  Supply 

93 

Infectious  Diseases 

52 

Petroleum  Spirit 

118 

Scrap  Metal 

17 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments 

16 

1  Miscellaneous 

166 

Housing  Survey 

1,000 

TOTAL 

5,440 

Complaints  and  Notices 

No,  of  complaints  received  . „ .  728 

No,  of  nuisances  detected  as  a  result 
of  investigation  of  complaints  and 

routine  duties  „ „ .  559 

Noo  of  informal  notices  served  „ „ »  384 

No,  of  statutory  notices  served  101 

Nuisances  abated  as  a  result  of  formal 

and  informal  action  , „ .  669 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


1st  April,  1972  -  3lst  March,  1973 

(a)  Refuse  Collection 

Household  refuse  collections  throughout  the  District 
were  maintained  on  a  weekly  basis  and,  although  the 
sense  of  restriction  to  the  principles  laid  down  in  the 
Work  Study  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme  introduced  in  July, 

1971,  still  engendours  distrust  by  the  employees,  it 
must  in  fairness  be  recorded  that  basically  the  scheme 
enabled  the  service  to  be  extended  to  take  in  collections 
from  the  great  number  of  newly  constructed  occupied 
properties  during  the  year  without  the  necessity  of 
increasing  man-power.  A  total  of  15,004  tons  of  refuse 
was  collected  during  this  period,  being  an  increase  of 
1,054  tons  over  the  previous  12  month.s0  It  is  felt, 
however,  that  the  continual  absorption  of  additional 
properties  cannot  be  maintained  and  there  is  increasing 
evidence  that  the  basic  structure  of  the  refuse 
collection  service  will  have  to  be  completely  re¬ 
assessed  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

(b)  Refuse  Disposal 

The  incineration  plant  continued  to  operate 
successfully  during  the  12  month  period  following  the 
major  modifications  carried  out  during  the  previous  year. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  below,  a  total  of  8,323 
tons  of  screenings  wa s  extracted  from  the  refuse  prior  to 
incineration.  Fortunately,  these  screenings  are  comparatively 
inoccuous  and  no  nuisance  arose  as  a  result  of  such  direct 
tipping. 


Day  to  day  maintenance  of  plant  and  equipment 
continued  to  be  a  major  problem  and  a  considerable 
amount  of  overtime  working  was  necessitated  by  the  Plant 
Supervisor  and  Deputy  in  this  respect.  Due  to  defects 
in  the  magnetic  extraction  system  the  reclamation  of 
ferrous  metals  was  continuously  interrupted  and  this 
was  reflected  in  a  reduction  in  amount  of  100  tons 
salvaged  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year,  with 
related  loss  in  revenue. 

It  was  necessary  at  the  end  of  May  to  close  the 
plant  down  in  order  that  major  repairs  and  replacements 
could  be  carried  out.  The  combustion  chamber  refrac¬ 
tories  appear  to  be  extremely  susceptible  to  damage 
and  the  services  of  a  specialist  firm  was  obtained  to 
carry  out  the  necessary  repairs.  Having  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  plant  operates  on  a  "single  stream" 
system,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  doubt  that  it  will 
be  necessary  to  make  allowance  for  similar  "shut  down" 
periods  on  an  annual  basis. 
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I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the 
Supervisor  and  his  staff  for  their  continued  hard 
work  and  endeavours  in  maintaining  the  operation  of 
the  plant  throughout  the  year  and  which  has  produced 
the  following  statistical  information . 

During  the  year  1st  April  -  3lst  March  1973  the 
following  amount  of  refuse  was  dealt  with  at  the  plant :« 

Tons 
15,004 
6,387 
273 

Total  21,664  tons 


Lichfield  Rural  District  Council 
City  and  County  of  Lichfield 
Trade  Waste 


Assuming  a  density  of  4  cwts  per  cuQ  ydc 
Screenings  from  rotary  screen  taken  to  tip 

Residue  ash  from  incinerator  taken  to  tip 

Total  volume  of  screenings  plus  residue 
Volumetric  reduction  of  refuse 
Total  ferrous  metal  salvaged 


108,320  ydo  by  volume. 

8,323  tons,  approx. 

14  cwts /yd  , 

7,725  tons,  approx. 

18  cwts/yd  . 

16,048  yds3. 

6  o  6  :  1 

751  tons  or  3.45%  of 
refuse  input. 


The  following  costs  are  based  on  provisional  figures  supplied  by  the 
Treasurer 


Annual  repayment  on  capital  (Debt  Charges) 

o  o  o 

£26,720 

Running  Costs 

o  ©  o 

£42,897 

Income  (metals) 

0  0  9 

£  3,028 

Annual  weight  of  refuse 

o  o  o 

21,664  tons 

Gross  cost  of  incineration 

0  0  9 

£3.21  per 

ton 

Nett  cost  of  incineration 

o  o  o 

£3.07  per 

ton 

Capital  cost  of  incineration 

0  9  0 

£1.23  per 

ton 

Gross  running  costs  of  incineration 

0  0  9 

£1.98  per 

ton 

Nett  running  costs  of  incineration 

o  o  o 

£1.84  per 

ton 
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CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT,  1967 


(a)  Disposal  of  Bulky  Refuse 

This  service,  whereby  residents,  upon  notificatioi 
to  the  Health  Department,  can  arrange  for  the  removal 
and  disposal  of  items  of  a  nature  that  cannot  be 
collected  with  the  normal  house  refuse,  has  been  greatly 
utilised.  The  following  statistics  show  the  extent  to 


which  this  service  was  used:- 

Beds,  mattresses,  prams,  cots,  chairs  and  seats  953 

Washing  machines,  spin  dryers,  wringers  and  coppers  185 

Bicycles,  lawnmowers,  rollers  and  wheelbarrows  155 

3  Piece  suites,  wardrobes,  tables  and  furniture  295 

Radios,  pianos  and  television  sets  105 

Fires,  radiators,  boilers,  sinks,  baths  and  cisterns  180 

Carpets,  lino,  dustbins  and  metal  coalbunkers  172 

Doors,  windows  and  sheds  67 

Cookers  and  refrigerators  212 

Other  items  and  general  refuse,  tins,  wood,  metal, 

boxes,  paper  and  ladders  1,491 

Total  number  of  items  collected  3,815 

Total  number  of  collections  made  1,877 


In  addition  to  the  above  many  items  have  been  taken 
directly  to  the  incineration  plant  by  members  of  the 
public,  particularly  when  demand  for  the  service  exceeded 
available  resources. 

(b)  Abandoned  Rubbish 


The  abandoning  of  rubbish  on  roadside  verges  and 
other  land  has  continued  throughout  the  year  despite 
advertisement  of  the  refuse  collection  services. 

The  majority  of  the  abandoned  rubbish  could  have 
been  disposed  of  by  the  normal  or  bulky  refuse  collection 
services. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  10 
offenders  traced,  3  of  whom  being  residents  within  the 
district.  All  10  cases  were  proved  and  fines  imposed 
totalled  £102  with  costs  of  £79. 
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(c)  Abandoned  Vehicles 


During  the  year  46  vehicles  were  dealt  with  under 
the  Removal  and  Disposal  of  Vehicles  Regulations  1968 . 

This  is  a  considerable  increase  as  compared  with  previous 
years  despite  the  continuing  facilities  for  the  disposal 
of  these  old  vehicles . 

i 

Proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  only  one  vehicle 
abandonment;  this  case  was  proved  and  a  fine  of  £20  with 
£18  costs  imposed.  The  difficulty  in  tracing  the  owners 
of  the  vehicles  still  exists,  due  to  the  removal  of 
registration  marks  and  frequently  the  unrecorded  change 
of  ownership  of  vehicles  prior  to  abandonment* 

I  have  received  the  utmost  co-operation  from  the 
Police  in  dealing  with  both  abandoned  rubbish  and 
abandoned  vehicles  end  I  would  like  to  express  my 
appreciation  for  their  assistance. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 


A  total  of  1,862  visits  were  made  during  the  year  by  the 
Council’s  Rodent  Officers  in  connection  with  the  eradication 
of  rodents,  'This  represents  a  slight  decrease  of  97  visits 
compared  with  those  of  the  previous  year®  The  table  below 
outlines  the  work  carried  out  by  these  two  employees 

Summary  of  all  Rodent  Disinfestation  Works  Carried  Out  by  the  Department  During  1972 


Class  of 
Premises 

Domestic 

Business 

Contracts 

Agricultural 

Local  j 

Authorities 

Infestation 

|l 

Rats  j  Mice 

Rats 

Mice 

Rats  &  Mice 

Rats 

Rats 

No.  of 

Infestations 
Dealt  With 

212 

67' 

33 

19 

Regular 

Treatments 

4 

14 

No.  of 

Visits  Made 

908 

138 

112 

40 

479 

16 

169 

No.  of 

Points  Laid 

1845 

395 

505 

129 

3230 

75 

1 

750 

Weight  of 
Poison 

266} 

I7i 

1071 

10} 

620 

9} 

155} 

Estimated 

Kill 

1479 

551 

378 

133 

4615 

56 

696 

|  No.  of 
|  Bodies  Found 

232 

166 

22 

47 

467 

12 

94 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  124  visits  were  made  by  Public 
Health  Inspectors  to  all  classes  of  premises,  in  an  examination 
and  advisory  capacity,  including  the  testing  of  drains, 
associated  with  infestations . 

The  Contract  Scheme  continued  to  provide  an  invaluable 
service  to  the  industrialists  and  farmers  availing  themselves 
of  it,  and  ensures  that  regular  visits  are  made  in  order  to 
detect  and  remedy  any  signs  of  infestation. 

Once  again  the  Department  has  provided  an  extensive 
service,  and  in  dealing  with  complaints  such  as  wasps,  bees, 
ants,  cockroaches,  beetles,  dead  dogs,  etc.  has  carried  out 
work  not  necessarily  covered  by  the  provision  of  the  Actss 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS 

Not  all  factories  within  the  District  received  an 
inspection  during  the  year  but  from  the  inspections  carried 
out  it  can  be  seen  that  the  general  high  standard  achieved 
in  previous  years  is  still  being  maintained. 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

Nil 

- 

- 

- 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

162 

100 

6 

- 

Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

5 

5 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

167 

105 

6 

- 

I 


The  table  set  out  below  shows  the  defects  found  and 
action  taken  as  a  result  of  the  inspection  carried  out:- 
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Number  of  Cases  in  which 

Defects  were  Found 

Number  of 

Cases  in 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

Instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  HoMo 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

-- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

Temperatures 

” 

Inadequate  ventilation 

1 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

Floors 

“ 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

4 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

- 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 

the  Act  (not  including 

j  offences  relating  to 

Out-work) 

“ 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

6 

5 

— 

i 

-  .  -  . 

Outworkers  12 


OFFICES ,  SHOPS  &  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


(a)  Registrations  and  Inspections 

During  the  past  year  25  premises  were  newly 
registered  under  this  Act „  The  majority  of  these 
were  new  registrations  made  after  preliminary 
enquiries  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors,  rather 
than  enquiries  by  employers,  this  indicates  that 
many  employers  are  still  unaware  of  their 
responsibilities  to  register  under  the  Act0 

A  large  number  of  routine  inspections  of 
registered  premises  were  carried  out.  during  the 
year  and  as  can  be  seen  from  the  following  table 
that  most  premises  received  a  general  inspection 
during  1972:- 
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Class  of 
Premises 


u 


Table  A 

Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Newly  Registered 
Premises 

During  Year 

Total  Registered 
Premises 

7 

51 

15 

178 

1 

20 

2 

42 

- 

2 

25 

293 

No.  of  Premises 
Visited  Once  or 
More  in  Year 


Offices 
|  Retail  Shops 
Wholesale  Shops, 
Warehouses 
Catering 
Establishments , 
jj  Canteens 

'  Fuel  Storage  Depots 

s~— - - - 


51 

168 

16 


40 

2 


totals 


277 


No,  of  visits  of  all  kinds  to  Registered  Premises 


320 


Table  B 

Analysis  by  Workplace  of  Persons  Employed 
in  Registered  Premises  at  End  of  Year 


1! 

|  Class  of  Workplace 

No.  of  Persons 

1 

i 

i 

Employed 

1  Offices 

454 

|  Retail  Shops 

319 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses 

389 

|  Catering  Establishments  open  to  the  Public 

251 

Canteens 

12 

j  Fuel  Storage  Depots 

14 

j  Total 

.... 

1,439 

j 

Total  Males 

720 

Total  Females 

719 

(b)  Operation  of  the  Act 

During  the  year  informal  notices  were  served  on 
51  premises  for  a  total  of  122  contraventions  of  the 
Act.  These  figures  show  that  on  the  whole,  previously 
achieved  standards  are  being  maintained. 
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Section 

No.  of  Contraventions  found 

— 

Section 

Number  of  Contraventions 

5  Found 

4 

Cleanliness 

10 

13 

Sitting  facilities 

6 

Temperature 

3 

14 

Seats  (sedentary 
workers ) 

Thermometer 

19 

15 

Eating  facilities 

7 

Ventilation 

2 

16 

Floors,  passages 
and  stairs 

12 

8 

Lighting 

7 

17 

Exposed  parts  of 
machinery 

O 

u 

S 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

9 

20 

Hoists  and  Lifts 

- 

10 

Washing  facilities 

13 

24 

First  Aid 

19 

12 

Clothing  Accommodation 

2 

50 

Abstract  of  the  Act 

23 

J 

TOTAL 

l 

122 

The  table  shows  that  the  most  commonly  occurring 
contraventions  involve  the  less  permanent  items  that 
should  be  provided,  namely  the  thermometer,  first  aid 
outfit  and  an  abstract  of  the  Act,  indicating  that 
these  items  are  not  regularly  used  and  accordingly 
misplaced  between  inspections . 

(c)  Accidents 

During  the  year  only  3  accidents  were  notified  in 
accordance  with  Section  48  of  the  Act. 

The  first  occurred  to  an  employee  working  in  a 
warehouse,  who  slipped  whilst  carrying  a  bag  of  sugar 
beet,  resulting  in  a  strained  right  shoulder. 
Investigation  of  the  accident  revealed  that  it 
occurred  due  to  human  error. 

The  second  accident  involved  an  employee  on 
explosives  magazines;  while  taking  cartons  of 
explosives  from  a  stack,  a  carton  from  the  next 
stack  fell  onto  his  hand,  resulting  in  a  fracture. 

Recommendations  were  made  to  the  company,  in 
order  to  revise  operational  aspects. 

The  third  accident  occurred  to  an  employee  of  a 
supermarket,  who  slipped  and  fell  to  the  floor,  behind 
the  counter  of  the  frozen  food  feection  of  the  shop, 
fracturing  the  base  of  her  spine.  The  owners  of  the 
shop  were  requested  to  lay  a  non-slip  floor  in  the 
location. 
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(d)  Prosecutions 


No  prosecutions  were  instituted  during  the  year 
for  contraventions  of  the  Act,  as  Employers  have  been 
fully  prepared  to  remedy  deficiencies  at  their  premises 
without  the  need  to  resort  to  statutory  action. 
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HOUSING 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  made  a  total  of  928 
visits  and  revisits  in  connection  with  all  aspects  of 
housing  work  during  1972,  In  addition  to  this, 
approximately  1,000  visits  were  made  during  the  Housing 
Survey  of  the  District,  as  referred  to  in  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health's  Repcrto 

(a)  Housing  Act,  1957 


Houses  dealt  with  by  means  of  statutory  action 
under  the  above  Act  have  already  been  referred  to  in 
the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

(b)  Housing  Act,  1969  and  Housing  Finance  Act,  1972 

Qualification  Certificate  procedure  was 
administered  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969  during  1972, 
up  till  August,  when  the  Housing  Finance  Act,  1972 
came  into  force.  The  procedure  under  the  new  Act  has 
slight  variations  from  that  of  the  old,  but  both 
concern  the  decontrolling  the  tenancies  of  properties. 

During  the  year  there  were  66  applications  for 
Qualification  Certificates,  of  these  1  was  refused  and 
16  were  -granted;  22  properties  required  minor  repairs 
and  27  lacked  one  or  more  standard  amenities,  these 
are  still  in  abeyance  pending  the  completion  of  the 
necessary  works  in  order  to  enable  the  Authority  to 
grant  the  Certificate, 

(c )  Housing  Repair 


During  the  year  informal  notices  were  served  on 
the  owners  of  14  houses  in  respect  of  housing  defects 
under  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts,  Of  these  8  were 
satisfactorily  dealt  with  before  the  end  of  the  year; 
in  addition  to  these,  4  properties  on  which  notices 
were  served  during  the  previous  year,  were  repaired. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


During  the  year  390  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
improvement  grant  enquiries® 

A  very  large  amount  of  the  Department ' s  time  is  taken  up 
in  the  administration  of  the  improvement  grant  schemes  and 
over  the  years  an  extremely  valuable  contribution  has  been 
made  to  the  housing  stock  of  the  District  by  the  improvement 
and  modernisation  of  many  sub-standard  properties® 


Standard 

Discretionary 

No.  of  applications  received 

21 

96 

No.  of  applications  approved 

21 

96 

No.  of  applications  refused 

No.  of  dwellings  improved 

22 

70 

Amount  paid  in  grants 

£3,280.78 

£46,818.96 

Average  amount  paid  per  grant 

£  148.68 

£  668.84 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  i960 

New  Site  Licences  were  granted  to  3  applicants  during 
the  year,  with  a  further  6  sites  receiving  re-licensing. 
There  are  now  27  licensed  sites  within  the  District,  S  of 
which  are  holiday  sites,  with  a  total  provision  for  546 
caravans  and  T2  chalets® 

All  of  the  sites  received  at  least  one  inspection 
during  the  year  and  no  serious  contraventions  were  detected. 


THEATRES  AND  CINEMAS 


During  the  year  6  applications  were  received  for  the 
issue  of  "Occasional  Licences"  for  the  use  of  premises  for 
the  production  of  stage  plays.  In  each  instance  the  premises 
were  inspected  by  a  Fire  Prevention  Officer  and  his  recomm¬ 
endations  incorporated  into  the  Licence  Conditions.  No 
contraventions  of  these  Conditions  occurred. 

One  licence  was  granted  in  accordance  with  the 
Cinematograph  Acts  1909  and  1952  for  the  continued  use  of 
the  one  cinema  operating  within  the  District,  together  with 
the  licence  authorising  cinematograph  exhibitions  for  children. 

In  respect  of  the  administration  of  the  above  Acts,  I 
woiald  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  County  Fire 
Authority  for  their  continued  advice  and  assistance. 
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SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT,  1964 


During  the  year,  4  existing  registrations  were  received 
upon  expiration  of  the  three  year  period  of  licence  and  one 
was  deleted  as  a  result  of  failure  to  make  renewal  application,, 
Three  new  certificates  were  issued,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
a  total  of  17  registrations  were  in  force.  Seventeen  visits 
of  inspection  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 


ft 


PETROLEUM  (REGULATION)  ACTS  1928  and  1936 


There  were  123  licences  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit  issued  during  the  year.  Inspections  carried  out  at 
licenced  installations  found  conditions  to  be  generally 
satisfactory.  The  few  contraventions  that  did  arise  were 
remedied  by  the  licensees  without  the  necessity  of  institution 
of  legal  action, 

I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Chief  Fire 
Officer  and  Fire  Prevention  Officers  of  Staffordshire  County 
Fire  Brigade,  for  their  continued  advice  and  assistance  during 
the  year. 


SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


(a)  Meat  inspection 


The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year 
at  the  8  licensed  slaughterhouses  was  16,116.  'This 
represents  a  decrease  of  26,000  animals  compared  with 
1971.  This  is  accounted  for  by  18,000  less  sheep; 

6,000  less  pigs  and  2,000  fewer  bovine  animals  being 
slaughtered.  This  decrease  can  be  attributed  to  the 
slump  in  the  meat  trade,  caused  by  the  rise  in  cost  of 
meat.  A  further  contributory  factor  was  the  outbreak 
of  Swine  Vesicular  Disease  during  December  which  resulted 
in  some  slaughterhouses  temporarily  being  closed  down  and 
controlled  the  movement  of  animals  ro  the  ethers. 

The  daily  inspection  duties  continued  to  be  carried 
out  by  the  authorised  Meat  Inspector,  but  a  considerable 
amount  of  overtime  is  still  necessary  to  maintain  a  full 
inspection  service,  and  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
assist  in  this  on  a  rota  basis. 

Of  the  total  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  only  19 
were  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis.  This 
number  being  a  great  improvement  on  the  previous  year ' s 
figure  of  51  pigs.  Bovine  animals,  once  again,  were 
found  to  be  free  from  tuberculosis. 
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Cysticercosis  was  detected  in  5  bovine  animals f  as 
only  one  organ,  or  part,  in  each  case,  was  affected  by 
single  calcified  cysts,  refrigeration  of  the  whole 
carcase  was  not  necessary  and  only  the  infected  parts 
were  condemned. 

The  total  amount  of  meat  and  offal  condemned  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  24  tons  17  cwts 
2  qrs0  This  represents  a  slight  increase  in  the 
percentage  weight  of  meat  condemned  compared  with  the 
previous  year's  figures. 

The  following  table  gives  details:- 


1972 

CATTLE 

CALVES 

PIGS 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

GOATS 

Carcases  inspected 

7,242 

98 

16,638 

42 , 112 

A 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

and  Cysticerci 

! 

Whole  Carcase  Condemned 

43 

10 

16 

52 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

657 

11 

879 

2,970 

- 1 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

9,67% 

9 . 70% 

5 . 40% 

8.55% 

! 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  Carcases  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

— 

19 

— 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 

— 

— 

0.12% 

— 

— 

Cystercosis 

Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

5 

- 

— 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■= 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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DISEASED  MEAT  AND  OFFALS 


j  All  Diseases  Except  Tuberculosis 

- - 

Tons 

Cwt 

Qrs 

Lbs 

CATTLE:  Carcase  meat 

11 

2 

2-" 

20 

Offal 

4 

4 

1 

25 

CALVES:  Carcase  meat 

_ 

6 

3 

27 

Offal 

- 

— 

15 

FIGS  :  Carcase  meat 

15 

3 

7 

Offal 

1 

3 

1 

5 

S  SHEEP  :  Carcase  meat 

1 

7 

1 

20 

Offal 

5 

11 

3 

5 

1 

24 

12 

2 

12 

, 

] 

i  Tuberculosis  only 

j  FIGS  :  Carcase  meat 

- 

2 

1 

16 

n 

|  Total  weight  of  meat 
|  and  offal  condemned 

24 

15 

0 

m 

(b)  Other  Foods 

Condemnation  certificates  have  also  been  issued  in 
respect  of  the  following  foodstuffs :- 


Tons  Cwts  Lbs 


Cooked  meat  and  meat 

products  - 

13 

104 

Canned  meats 

— 

2 

83 

Other  canned  foods 

— 

— 

3 

Fish  (fresh) 

— 

— 

21 

Fruit  and  vegetables 

(fresh)  4 

2 

77 

Frozen  Foods 

- 

5 

8 

Cheese 

- 

3 

$ 

5 

7 

72 

Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulations  1958 

Quarterly  inspections  of  each  of  the  private 
slaughterhouses  in  the  District  were  carried  out  in 
conjunction  with  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 
Certain  contraventions  of  the  above  Regulations 
were  found,  these  were  soon  remedied  and  generally 
all  of  the  premises  were  maintained  in  a  satisfactory 
condition.,  „ 
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(d)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970 


Routine  inspections  were  made  to  food  premises  in 
the  District  and  a  total  of  317  visits  were  made  during 
the  year. 

The  inspections  revealed  the  existence  of  133 
contraventions  of  the  Regulations  and  of  these  83  had 
been  remedied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  general,  a  good  degree  of  co-operation  has  been 
received  from  the  traders  and  it  has  not  been  necessary 
to  resort  to  statutory  action  during  the  year® 

Tabulated  below  are  details  of  the  inspections  made 
and  contraventions  found  and  remedied  at  premises  in  the 
District  during  the  year:- 


iKg-frT"  :  r  : 

No.  of  Contra¬ 
ventions  found 

Contraventions  j 

Rectified  j 

lo  Sink  provided  for  washing  food 
and  equipment 

(a)  Inadequate  quantity  of  hot  water 

6 

2 

(b)  No  sink  provided 
j 

- 

- 

(c)  Sink  Defective 

_ 

“ 

(d)  In  room  communicating 
with  water  closet 

— 

- 

2o  Wash-Hand  Basins 

(a)  Inadequate  quantity  of  hot  water 

5 

2 

(b)  No  wash-hand  basin  provided 

Si 

-L 

1 

(c)  Defective 

- 

- 

(d)  No  soap,  towels,  nailbrushes  provided 

18 

5 

3 .  Foodrooms 

(a)  Structure  in  state  of  disrepair  etc. 

8 

8 

(b)  In  need  of  redecoration 

23 

18 

(c)  Communicates  directly  with 
sanitary  convenience 

(d)  Furnishings  utensils  and  equipment 
dirty  or  defective 

20 

13 

(e)  Food  exposed  to  risk  of 
contamination 

3 

1 

(f)  Inadequate  lighting  and  ventilation 

7 

3 

(g)  No  proper  storage  for  outdoor 
clothing  etc. 

«=» 

(h)  Accumulations  of  refuse  and 
miscellaneous  rubbish 

_ 

(i)  Inadequate  facilities  for 

preparation  and  storage  of  food 

- 

1 
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No.  of  Contra¬ 
ventions  found 

Contraventions 

Rectified 

4. 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

(a)  Inadequate,  defective,  dirty  or 
otherwise  unsatisfactory 

13 

9 

(b)  No  handwashing  notices  displayed 

7 

7 

5. 

Evidence  of  smoking 

3  '  - 

3 

6. 

Unhygienic  practices  discovered 

7 

5 

7  • 

Drainage  defective 

- 

- 

h 

No  first  aid  equipment  provided 

12 

16 

9. 

.1 

Inadequate  or  unsatisfactory 
refuse  storage 

— 

— 

1 

1 

i 

TOTAL  NO.  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS 

TOTAL  NO.  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS  REMEDIED 

(TO  DATE) 

133 

83 

(e)  Food  Hygiene  (Markets,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966 

The  regular  inspection  of  food  vehicles  and  stalls  operating 
within  the  District  continued  during  the  year.  Some  contraventions 
of  the  Regulations  did  arise  but  these  were  remedied  informally 
without  recourse  to  statutory  proceedings. 

(f )  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

There  were  18  complaints  from  the  public  regarding  unsound 
foodstuffs  or  foodstuffs  containing  foreign  substances.  Of  these 
5  resulted  in  the  institution  of  legal  proceedings,  following  which 
fines  and  costs  totalling  £178  were  imposed. 

Details  of  the  complaints  and  resultant  action  are  given 
below:- 


j  Food 

Nature  of  Complaint 

Action  Taken  J 

Pineapple  flavoured 
Yoghurt 

Mouldy 

Legal  procedure  Fine  £50 

Costs  £13 

1 

1  Bottle  sterilised 
milk 

1  Bottle  pasteurised 
milk 

Small  black  foreign 
particles 

[ 

Legal  procedure  Fine  £25 

Costs  £16 

Cheese 

Mouldy 

Legal  procedure  Fine  £25 

Costs  £12 

Can  of  steak  in  gravy 

Mouldy 

Legal  procedure  Fine  £25 

Costs  £12 

Tin  of  Apricots 

Contained  a 
cigarette  end 

Strong  warning  to  manufacturer 

Steak  &  onion  pie 

Contained  a  bolt 

Strong  warning  to  manufacturer 

Loaf  of  bread 

Contained  piece  of 
a  flour  bag 

Strong  warning  to  manufacturer 

Bread  rolls 

. 

Mouldy 

Strong  warning  to  retailer 

•  Cream  cheese 

Mouldy 

1 

Strong  warning  to  retailer 

I 

|  Piece  of  beef 

Decomposed 

Strong  warning  to  retailer 

Cod  fillet 

....  . 

Contained  worms 

Strong  warning  to  retailer 

Bakeweil  tart 

Mouldy 

Strong  warning  to  distributor 

Tin  of  tomatoes 

Bay  leaf 

Natural  constituent  of  food 

Cream  cheese 

Calcium  phosphate 
crystals 

Natural  constituent  of  food 

Loaf  of  bread 

Iron  stain 

Natural  constituent  of  food 

Box  of  Farex 

Contained  lump  of 
cereal 

Natural  constituent  of  food 

Orange  squash 

Saw  fly  lava 

No  action  as  bottle  opened 
several  times  before  lava 
was  found 

Shredded  Wheat 

Mouse  droppings 

Complainant  could  not  recall 
place  of  purchase 
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(g)  Slaughter  of  Poultry  Act,  1967 


Regular  weekly  visits  were  made  to  the  one  poultry 
packing  station  operating  within  the  District® 

Details  of  the  numbers  of  birds  processed  and 
resulting  condemnations  are  given  below 


Total 

Turkeys 

Chickens 

Hens 

Ducks'" ' 

No.  of  birds  slaughtered 

61,323 

3,379 

26,922 

13 , 440 

17,582 

No.  of  birds  condemned 

386 

35 

155 

191 

5 

%  Condemned 

63% 

96% 

17% 

84% 

0.35% 

Total  weight  condemned  13  cwts.  1  Qr.  15  Lbs.  as  follows 


ClciS  S 

Mareks 

Ascites 

Poorness 

Cropbound 

Putrifaction 

( lbs ) 

( lbs ) 

(lbs) 

(lbs) 

Chickens 

339 

153 

18 

— 

Hens 

— 

158 

444 

— 

Ducks 

— 

— 

21 

— 

— 

j  Turkeys 

- 

62 

210 

- 

96 

j  Total 
j  Weight 
j  (lbs) 

339 

220 

828 

18 

96 

Comparison  with  condemnation  details  for  1971 
indicate  a  rise  in  the  amount  of  poultry  condemned 
over  the  year.  This  rise  is  due  to  the  increase  in 
numbers  of  birds  being  killed  and  the  general  increase 
in  their  size. 

The  percentage  of  affected  birds  has  remained 
constant  through  the  year. 
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